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THE PRESBYTERY OF LOS RANCHOS

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
about

GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONER NOMINEES

NAME: Rick Norton

CHURCH: Community Presbyterian Church of La Mirada

Local Church Experience:  I am a lifelong Presbyterian and have served this 
church and others both in a lay capacity and as an Elder.  As a lay person I 
have served as a church treasurer and have worked with various committees 
such as Christian Education and Worship, and served as a volunteer for 
events such as Vacation Bible School and other community outreach events.  I 
also coordinate our audio-visual technology.  As an Elder I have served on the 
Mission and Stewardship, Worship and Personnel committees, often as 
moderator.  I have also served as moderator of our own Church Officer 
Nominating Committee and our Pastor Nominating Committee which called 
our Pastor about a year ago.

Service to the Denomination: (Presbytery and beyond):  I consider my service on 
our PNC to have been a wonderful experience in helping me understand that 
there is a greater Church than one’s own congregation.  By viewing videos and 
interviewing candidates I have seen a variety of interpretations of Presbyterian 
worship and this has allowed me to view situations from the perspective of our 
faith rather than “the way we’ve always done it”.  I have served as a 
Commissioner to Presbytery from my congregation and currently serve on the 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry.  In addition to the general work of the 
committee I am also working with the Pastor Nominating Committees of other 
churches.  

Return to the Presbytery Office by January, 2010.   This Biographical 
Information sheet will be copied and provided for all the presbyters at the 
February 2010 Presbytery meeting.
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Please answer the following four questions with the total length of your 
answers to be a maximum of one page.

1. What do you believe the church is called to do in this world?  We are called 
to work among all brothers and sisters to promote peace and justice in the 
world.  In addition to peace being freedom from war, peace is also freedom 
from fear, from hunger and from want.  Justice includes hearing even the 
smallest voice, being an advocate and acting on behalf of the one treated 
unjustly.  We are also called to serve.  These responsibilities extend beyond 
our denomination but also begin on our own doorstep.  

2. How do the Scriptures mold your faith?  I see the accounts of the adult Jesus 
from the eyes of the Disciples and His time with them was to prepare them to 
follow the Great Commission. I strongly believe in the Great Commission 
and view things I do, suggest and/or plan from that perspective.  Like the 
original twelve Disciples, we are all called to be fishers of men.  The great 
dilemma, then, is how we do that.  Do we ask the unchurched to become like 
us, or do we as a church adapt, just as we now hold services in English (or 
other local language) rather than Aramaic which Jesus spoke?  To me the 
issue is not the calling, but rather the execution.   

3. How have you sensed God’s call to serve as a commissioner to General 
Assembly?  At this stage in my life I have felt a strong sense of calling to the 
greater service of the church beyond my own congregation as evidenced by 
my service as Commissioner to Presbytery and the COM.  I feel a genuine 
peace in serving and unwavering commitment to being fully prepared to 
participate completely in discussions and decisions.

4. What do you see as the most significant issue(s) coming before the 2010
General Assembly?  While specifics for GA 219 are forthcoming, matters 
from GA 218 are to be resolved, and these include matters impacting both the 
church’s responsibility to promote peace and justice and the Great 
Commission.  Matters of peace and justice require finding the way for our 
voice to be heard and to exhibit the behaviors we wish others to exhibit.  The 
difficulty in appealing to the unchurched is balancing Presbyterian polity 
with accommodation and inclusion.  Non-denominational churches and 
churches that downplay their denominational affiliation are proving that there 
are many, especially younger adults, who wish to hear the Word yet are not 
drawn to us or other traditional denominations.  We have the opportunity to 
examine ways to reach those eager to believe.


