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GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONER NOMINEES

NAME: Elder Debra Daly

CHURCH: First Presbyterian Church of Anaheim

Local Church Experience:
Grew up in the La Mirada Presbyterian Church – now part of the Community Presbyterian Church
Ordained Elder in 1980 and Deacon in 2000
Leadership in worship, mission programs, stewardship, and Christian education
Leader of a women’s prayer group
Sunday School teacher for children, youth, adults
Vacation Bible School leader and curriculum writer
Coordinator of children’s ministries for 7 years at Anaheim 1st Presbyterian Church
Board member for the Anaheim Presbyterian Preschool
Church liaison to Anaheim Interfaith Shelter, a transitional shelter for homeless families (and board 
member for 20 years)

Currently serving as Elder, providing leadership for the worship committee and serving as liturgist 
for a monthly prayer service.

Service to the Denomination: (Presbytery and beyond)

Seminary Assistant to 217th General Assembly (2006)

Interim Los Ranchos Presbytery (LRP) staff member for social ministry committees (1990-1991), 
including Self-Development of People, peacemaking, aging, hunger and homelessness, refugee 
resettlement

Member of LRP and Synod peacemaking and social justice committees (1980 – 1990)

Member, Synod Council (approx. 1984)

Member, Presbyterian Peacemaking Program National Advisory Committee (1984)
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1. What do you believe the church is called to do in this world?
I believe the church is called to be the body of Christ in this world, proclaiming the Gospel 
message of salvation by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and reaching out in 
ministries of reconciliation, evangelism, compassion and stewardship.

It is called to demonstrate to the world what new life in Jesus Christ can be – through love for 
one another, the building up of common life together, engaging in service, joining in worship, 
and lifting up prayer.  The church, created and nurtured by the Holy Spirit, is God’s agent for the 
transformation of the world -- seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of God. And 
so it is also called to be a prophetic voice of challenge and inspiration as it engages a broken 
world that struggles with ways to alleviate poverty, hunger, discrimination, oppression, war and 
the degradation of God’s creation.

2. How do the Scriptures mold your faith?
Scripture is my daily companion and inspiration as I seek to live this life of Christian faith.  As 
the unique and authoritative witness to the grace of God at work in the history of Israel and in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, it informs, instructs and encourages my faith.  Its 
stories of the struggles of God’s people, its songs of praise, its wisdom and instruction – all 
connect me with and point me to the living Word, Jesus Christ.  It is scripture that guides me, 
comforts me and challenges me.

3. How have you sensed God’s call to serve as a commissioner to General Assembly?
Serving as a commissioner taps into my feeling of deep care for this denomination and its 
struggles – although I didn’t at first consider placing myself in nomination.  I thought and prayed 
about it over time, and received pastoral encouragement.  As can happen with sensing God’s call, 
I couldn’t see clearly how serving as commissioner would work in terms of my schedule – but 
the opportunity kept coming up and the encouragement continued.  As a seminary assistant 
working behind the scenes and on the floor of the General Assembly in 2006, I understand the 
role of the commissioner and appreciate the preparation and work involved.  I remember feeling 
discouraged by the tensions and polarities of 2006 yet also encouraged by the mission and growth 
stories shared around tables and in meetings.  Perhaps God is now calling me to draw on my 
background, knowledge and experience to attend this Assembly – mindful of the tensions and 
also the possibilities for reconciliation.

4. What do you see as the most significant issues(s) coming before the 2010 General 
Assembly?
Overtures regarding the continued struggle over ordination standards, receipt of the report from 
the Special Committee on Civil Union and Christian Marriage, and the recommendations of the 
“nFOG” task force will certainly engage much of the focus and attention of this Assembly.  
Perhaps the most significant issue may actually be how the Assembly is able to function in an 
open and loving way and avoid being torn apart by warring factions.  I believe there is much to 
celebrate in the life of the church – its expanding focus on being missional, the growth of the 
emergent church model, creativity in worship, commitment to spiritual development, and 
engagement in social witness and evangelism.  The greatest issue may be in how the Assembly 
prayerfully listens and works together as it guides the denomination into this new decade.


