



The Presbytery of Los Ranchos

From the Presbytery Council, June 16, 2011

Responding to the action of the Presbytery 

taken at its stated meeting, May 19, 2011. 

Rationale:

In May of 2011 the presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church USA ratified GA Amendment 10-A, removing the language of “fidelity and chastity” from the Form of Government and placing upon the ordaining body the responsibility for determining the suitability of candidates for office. Understanding that presbyteries may not set formal standards (which can be done only by the national church), the Presbytery of Los Ranchos seeks to articulate an interpretation of the Scripture and our confessions with regard to our expectations – in this time and place - of those seeking to be ordained and/or installed in our body.

Having prayerfully sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit; having received the input of our membership; and having discussed this matter in great detail, the Presbytery Council - seeking the health and unity of the body and in humble awareness that “…there are truths and forms with respect to which (people) of good characters and principles may differ. “ (G-1.0305 “Historic Principles of Church Order” ) – proposes the following to the presbytery for adoption as the presbytery’s position with regards to the biblical standards of fidelity, marriage, and chastity:

Motion:

The Presbytery of Los Ranchos, meeting on __________, affirms that the Bible, The Book of Confessions and the Book of Order (including G-2.0104a and b and G-2.0105) set forth the scriptural and constitutional standards for ordination and installation.  Los Ranchos Presbytery believes the manner of life of ordained ministers should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church and in the world, including living either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness and will so notify candidates for ordination/installation and/or membership in the presbytery. Guided by Scripture and the confessions, this presbytery will prayerfully and pastorally examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office, including a commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in the constitutional questions of ordination and installation. 

