
 
The Synod of Southern California and Hawaii and the Synod of the Pacific 

present a Pastor’s Leadership Workshop 

IN Times of Discontinuous 
Change 
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More and more of our pastors are commenting that technical solutions are not 
bringing about the significant kind of change needed in the church today.  Simply 
working longer and harder at what we already know how to do will not help.  We 
have to learn to minister differently.  We need to develop new ministry leadership 
skills that we currently don’t have.  We were trained to lead in times of continuous 
change, but now we live in a world of discontinuous change.  We need the Lord’s 
help as we walk by faith and not by sight and try to lead our congregations where 
none of us have been before.  This is hard work, but there are many encouraging 
signs.  Mark and Alan will present in a conversational setting about what we are 

learning in terms of leadership shifts that will help our congregations move forward 
in positive ways.  They will invite pastors into an ongoing action learning process for 

the coming year,  that will grow their congregational leadership skills. 

Alan Roxburgh is a teacher, writer, and consultant with over 30 years 
experience in church leadership.  He is the President of The Missional 
Network (TMN), teaching and consulting across North America, the 
United Kingdom, Europe, Australia and New Zealand.  His books 
include Reaching a New Generation, Leadership, Liminality, and the 
Missionary Congregation, Crossing the Bridge: Leadership in a 
Time of Courage, The Sky is Falling - Leaders Lost in Transition, 
The Missional Leader (co-authored with Fred Romanuk), 
Introducing the Missional Church, and Missional Map Making.  He 
was also a member of the writing team that authored The Missional 
Church:  A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America.	
  

Mark Lau Branson is the Homer L. Goddard Associate Professor of the 
Ministry of the Laity at Fuller Theological Seminary where he teaches 
courses on congregational leadership and community engagement.  His 
books include Memories, Hopes, and Conversations:  Appreciative Inquiry 
and Congregational Change and Churches, Cultures and Leadership: A 
Practical Theology of Ethnicities and Congregations.   Mark is a 
consultant with The Missional Network and worships at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Altadena. 
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